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• yourweatherservice.com 

Locations have typical 

seasonal patterns 
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Another Year of Wild Weather for Crops 

(Too Wet, Too Dry, even Ideal) 

 

In the Midwest, light is a factor 

about 1 yr in 7 

 

Temperature is always a factor: 

frost, heat stress, growing degree days 

 

 



 (Oct to date) 

Extensive Flooding in Northeast IA  

October 2009  

October 2010 

     to 2012  

 . 

El Niño 

 

To 

 

La Niña 



  

El Niño: 70% chance of yield 

greater than the trend. 

La Niña: 70% chance of yield 

smaller than the trend. 

Neutral: 52% chance of yield 

greater than the trend. 



La Niña : Extremes 



The Sea Controls the Weather 

•   

Pineapple 

express 

Bermuda 

High 



• Except it is NOT over Bermuda 



  

High risk            Moderate       High 

Beyond 



El Nino diminishes Hurricane activity in Atlantic 





Sandra 



  
Often a bad weather year for Corn (Midwest) 

is a good weather year for NW Wheat  

    a: Continental Divide effect 

    b: El Nino/La Nina impact  
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AZ wet  WA dry 13/14 

WA wet  AZ dry 8/9 
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Heat Stress 

Rapid 

Maturity 
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• 1994 record high corn yield 

• 1995 almost as bad as a drought 

1994 July-Aug 

nights cool 

1995 July-Aug 

nights warm 

http://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/agweather/ 



Weather 

• The Vicious Cycle --- breaking it will take us ALL  



   
The VICIOUS CYCLE

Population

Agriculture

Climate

Who will BREAK the CYCLE ?





• Feb 8
th

 special session of congress   







AZfeb2016Taylor 

The changing climate:    Precipitation change in 48 States per 100 yrs. 
The tools to manage risk: information, insurance… 
 



 



 


